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CHAPTER EVENTS
DATE

DAY

TIME

ACTIVITY

LOCATION

2022
Every First Sunday

8 am - 12 pm

July 23

Saturday

5:30 pm

Sept. 8

Thursday

7:00 pm

CHAPLAINS’ COLUMN
During the last week
of July, 2022 the
United
States
Supreme
Court
made two rulings
concerning
the
Rights of Individuals for the betterment of society.
The first was The Dobbs Case, for
which reversed the Roe vs. Wade.
This United States Supreme Court
decision said the United States Constitution does not grant a right to
abortion. This does not mean that
abortions have ended. The United
States Supreme Court decision said
that whether a woman can obtain an
abortion is to return to each state legislature to enact laws concerning
abortion. What can we do as citizens
of New Jersey what can we do?
First, we can pray to an end to abortion and conversion of hearts. Second, we can use our right to free
speech to speak out against abortion.
The second United States Supreme
Court case involved the former Football Coach Joseph Kennedy. The

First Sunday Breakfast

St. Ambrose Council #6424

St. James Centennial Mass & Celebration Banquet
Old Bridge, NJ
Pride in our Priests Dinner

The Imperia, Somerset, NJ

case was looking at Joseph
Kennedy’s First Amendment of
rights of the United States Constitution. No government entity can prevent a person from the expression of
their religion. The supreme court said
that Joseph Kennedy’s right to free
expression of his religion was violated. Joseph Kennedy was prevented from his right to the freedom
of speech.
I am grateful for the United States
Supreme Court decision on both of
these cases. This does not mean that
our work on both of these issues are
over. We still need to express our
opposition to abortion. We need to
continue to make sure that our right
to the free expression of religion and
freedom of speech are protected for
all people.
As members of the Knights of
Columbus we still need to express
our opposition to abortion anywhere
in the United States.
We need to protect our right to the
free expression of religion and our
right to free speech.
Vivat Jesus!
GOD BLESS!
Fr. William Smith

PRESIDENT’S COLUMN
Happy New Columbian Year! I first
would like to give
my thanks to Past
President Frank
Rees, for all his help
running the Chapter
under very difficult times. Frank handled the early resignation of the president, worldwide pandemic and other
tiring issues. Now as I have been
elected to step into the role as President. I am hoping for the help and
participation of all Brothers to bring
all the good works that the Chapter
does and can do to those who need it.
Making it through this trying time
has been difficult and we need to
rebuild our committees and programs to help the diocese, the councils and the people we support. The
councils need to get back in the habit
of sending representatives to the
chapter meetings. The representative
does not need to be the Grand
Knight, just a brother that can report
back to the council on current activities. The District Deputies will soon
be supplied a list of committees that
need a chairman or just help in being

Chapter Officers
Position

Member

Phone

E-mail

State Officer

Scott Williams

732-236-3084

scott.williamso@gmail.com

Chaplain

Fr. William Smith

732-634-1403

frsmith_kofc_iettes@yahoo.com

President

Edward Schilke

908-713-4914

eschilke@gmail.com

Vice-President

Chris Duffett

908-510-18669

cduffett1@gmail.com

Secretary

Bill Murphy

NA

wkmurphy@att.net

Treasurer

Scott Minnihan

732-356-6660

s_minihan@yahoo,com

Senior Advisor Trustee

John Amato

732-920-9899

johnnybop34@yahoo.com

Trustee

Joseph Charmello

732-329-3390

jac910@comcast.net

Trustee

Francis A. Rees

732-828-2942

frees814@gmail.com

Trustee

Robert Wright

732-416-0479

rjwkofc4815@gmail.com

Chapter Committees

ter, with Supreme and State help, has
been able to purchase 3 ultrasound
machines for three pregnancy centers. The Knights of Columbus gets a
special machine price from the manufacturer. Supreme pays half the
price, State pays a quarter, and the
chapter pays the last quarter. The
councils should continue to raise
money, so we have the money when
needed. The quicker we can fill the
need the more children can be saved.
Please congratulate the new Chapter
Officers for the 2022-2023 Columbian Year

Sergeant-at-Arms

Kenneth Czarnecki

732 429 9283

kenczar@gmail.com

Ronald McDonald House

Dave Pinto
John Bauer
Stan Hubbard

732-672-3811
732-236-4149
908-420-2124

pintodaj@optonline.net
jabauer@optonline.net
stanahu@aol.com

Shoulder to Shoulder

Frank Rees

732-828-2942

frees814@gmail.com

Visitation

Bill Hoffman

908-500-2535

dollarbill31@comcast.net

Ultrasound initiative

Stan Hubbard

908-420-2124

stanahu@aol.com

Convention Hotel/Party

Bill Hoffman

908-500-2535

dollarbill31@comcast.net

Right to Life

Bob Keeling

908-812-1071

rkeeling@embarqmail.com

Rutgers Catholic Center

Dave Pinto

732-672-3811

pintodaj@optonline.net

Veteran’s Affairs

Bill Hoffman

908-500-2535

dollarbill31@comcast.net

Lyons

Ed Shellman

908-850-0536

eshellman@comcast.net

The elected officers are:

Seminarians

Robert White

732-668-4360

bwhite14@earthlink.net

President - Ed Schilke

Chapter Audit

Bob Keeling

908-812-1071

rkeeling@embarqmail.com

Thanks
Ed Schilke, FDD
Chapter President
CHAPTER OFFICERS
ELECTED
Chapter officers for the 2022-2023
Columbian Year were elected at the
June chapter meeting.

District Deputies
District 61

Dave Pinto

732-672-3811

pintodaj@optonline.net

District 62

Steve Reitano

732-254-5177

steve@reitano.com

District 63

Joseph Charmello

732-329-3390

jac910@comcast.net

District 64

Daniel Germaine

908-392-1508

ddangermaine@optonline.net

District 65

John Rossi

908-400-1852

jjrossi@comcast.net

District 66

William Benson

908-581-3117

cenben06@aol.com

District 67

Dan Murphy

908-635-4120

danmurf@aol.com

District 68

David Burns

862-812-5805

dwburns1@verizon.net

District 69

Gerard D’Ambrosio

732-485-8849

gdambrosiokoc6424@gmail.com

District 70

Carl Agneta

908-601-1693

mattiule58@gmail.com

District 71

Ken Smetana

732-2126-1844

smetana.kenneth@yahoo.net

Editor: Frank Rees; frees814@gmail.com
successful for the Columbian year.
Please share with all the brothers.
This will allow anyone with a passion to step up and make a difference.
Minutes will be sent to all councils
for distribution so everyone will

Vice President - Chris Duffett

Secretary - Bill Murphy

know what the Chapter is and does
month to month.
The Ultrasound Committee funding
is doing well and needs to continue.
The machines that were put in 10
years ago need replacing. Our chap-
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Treasurer - Scott Minnihan

Chaplain - Rev. Bill Smith

Senior Advisor - John Amato

Trustee - Joe Charmello

Trustee - Robert Wright

annual affair is scheduled for Thursday, September 8, 2022 from 6:00
pm to 10:00 pm at the same venue as
last year’s event, The Imperia in
Somerset. Due to rising costs the cost
to attend the dinner has risen to
$60.00 per person.
Cocktails and hors d’ oeuvres will be
served in the Regalia Room followed
by a sit-down dinner in the Cristal
Room.
The seating capacity for this venue is
±400 dinner guests. In the past, this
was enough to cover 100% of the
registration requests.
PLEASE NOTE: If by chance registrations exceed the capacity of the
venue, confirmations will be
awarded on a first come, first served
basis according to the date the registration and payment was received.
Registration and payment information is available on the Chapter website at metuchenchapter.com.
ULTRASOUND MACHINE
DONATED
On July 10
State Warden
Scott
Williams presented
a check to the
Director
of
Life Choices Pregnancy Aid Center
in Phillipsburg, NJ to enable the Center to purchase an ultrasound
machine.

Trustee - Frank Rees

PRIDE IN OUR PRIESTS
DINNER - 2022
DD Dan Murphy, chairman of this
year’s annual Pride in our Priests
Dinner, has announced that the

State Warden Scott Williams and Life
Choices Director Joan Fasanello.
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PRAYER SERVICE AT
RACHEL MOURNING ICON
On June 15, prior to the scheduled
Chapter meeting and officer election
at Piscataway Council #11017 a
group of 15-20 brothers gathered at
the site of the Rachel Mourning
statue in Resurrection Cemetery and
conducted a prayer service.

The campaign to erect the Rachel
Mourning statue began with Chapter Chairman Joseph Szoke in
1991, continued with Chapter
Chairman Kenneth Czarnecki in
1992 and was dedicated on October
15, 1993 by Chapter Chairman
Eugene Baker in Resurrection Cemetery in Piscataway, NJ. Below is a
plaque containing the donors to the
project.
ST. JOHN VIANNEY
Why is St. John Vianney the patron
saint of parish priests?
Amidst the vicious anti-Catholic persecutions of the French Revolution, a
young man attended Mass in
secret…
John Vianney was born three years
before the French Revolution would
tear Catholic France apart and send
her clergy into hiding. His family
traveled long distances to hear clandestine Masses and he received his
sacramental formation unbeknownst
to the secular authorities.
By 1802, with Napoleon’s rise to
power, Catholics were once again

allowed to practice their faith. The
young Vianney, deeply desiring to be
a priest, was able to recommence his
education. But he struggled mightily
with the academics, and more challenges came when he was drafted
into Napoleon’s army. Providence
ensured he never made it to his unit.
By twists and turns he instead ended
up with a group of deserters hiding in
the mountains, and lived there for
over a year, regularly hiding from the
gendarmes who came searching for
deserters.

He was finally able to continue his
studies in 1810 and was ordained in
1815. In 1818, he was assigned as the
parish priest to the small town of Ars,
where he would show himself to be a
priest after the Heart of Christ.
Ars was not a pious town. Indifference for the Faith was the sour fruit
of the Revolution’s persecutions, and
Abbé Vianney found that many of the
people spent Sundays working, dancing, and drinking in the taverns rather
than honoring God.
Just as he had with all his other difficulties, Vianney was undeterred. He
preached homilies to rekindle the
practice of the Faith and became
known for the spiritual direction he
gave to souls, who began to travel
long distances to hear his advice.
People of all ages, stations, and spiritual levels—some of them even
coming from other countries—came
to see him. The numbers eventually
reached tens of thousands per year.
He spent hours and hours in the con-

fessional—as many as 16 to 18 per
day towards the end of his life—and
was gifted with supernatural knowledge of souls and events he could not
have known about without God’s aid.
He imposed intense penances upon
himself constantly, never eating or
sleeping enough for an average person, and was subjected to frequent
attacks from the devil.
After a life fully dedicated to his mission as a priest, the holy Curé (that is,
“parish priest”) of Ars died in 1859 at
the age of 73 and was declared venerable just 15 years later. Pope St. Pius
X beatified him in 1905 and put him
forward as a model for the parochial
clergy. He was canonized in 1925 by
Pope Pius XI, who in 1929 declared
him the patron saint of parish priests.
BISHOP SHEEN QUOTES
“The world in
which we live is
the battleground of
the Church.
We are at the end
of Christendom,”
he said. “Not Christianity, not the
Church, but Christendom.
What is Christendom? Christendom
is economic, political, social life as
inspired by Christian principles.
We’re seeing it die. Look at the
symptoms. Break-up of the family,
divorce. Abortion. Immorality. General dishonesty. Even the natural virtues upon which the supernatural
virtues were based, are being discredited.
We get used to things. The air that we
breathe, the press that we read, the
television that we see, in no instance
is inspired by Christian principles.
There is a tendency to go down to
meet the world, not to lift the world
up. We are afraid to be unpopular. We
are at the end of Christendom.
And I believe that the sooner we
wake up to this fact, the sooner we
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will be able to solve many of our
problems.
Thirty or forty years ago, it was very
easy to be a Christian. The very air
we breathed was Christian. Bicycles
could be left on the front lawns;
doors could be left unlocked.
Suddenly, all this has changed; now
we have to affirm our faith. We live
in a world that challenges us. And
many fall away. Dead bodies float
downstream; it takes live bodies to
resist the current. And this is our
summons. We will have to begin a
different church.
What is the attack on the Church
today? It’s the world. The spirit of the
world. Today we have to conform to
the world or we are abandoned. Our
Lord said ‘I have taken you out of the
world’ and we say, ‘No, we have to
win the world. To win it, you have to
be one with it.’
We are for a moment on a trapeze.
We are in between the death of an old
civilization and culture and the swing
to the beginning of the new. These
are the times in which we live. They
are therefore wonderful days; marvelous; we should thank God that we
live in times like this.”
NEW DD’S APPOINTED
Congratulations to the District Deputies that were recently appointed:
• Gary Lattanzi - District 62
• James Gallombardo - District 64
• Michael Choma - District 71

